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What Parents Should Know About PARCC   
 
 The PARCC tests replace the old state tests. They measure how well students are 

performing against the new state standards that guide math and English language 
arts instruction.  
 

 The PARCC tests move away from multiple choice questions to ones that allow 
students to demonstrate a real understanding of what they know and can do by 
writing essays, solving real world problems, and reading and analyzing complex 
text—all critical skills in the real-world.  
 

 The PARCC tests are only one of several measures, including report card grades and 
in-class performance, that are used to determine a student's academic achievement. 
They do not impact a student’s GPA. 

 
 The score reports are a valuable tool for parents and teachers. The report provides 

a deeper level of information that can be used to better understand where students 
are doing well and where they need additional support.  
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What Parents Should Know About PARCC   
 
 Your child’s score may look lower this year because the tests measured more 

complex skills. A low score does not mean your child did not improve or learned 
less; instead, it means that the expectations have been raised for students.  

 
 The first year’s scores are a new baseline from which to progress from and 

measure against moving forward.  
 
 It will take time. While teachers have been gearing up for the new standards for 

almost four years, the tests are new and they ask questions in different ways and 
require students to show their work. Just as what happens with new standardized 
tests, scores will start to improve as teachers and students become more familiar 
with the standards and acquire the skills and knowledge to meet them.  
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Individual Score Reports 
• As per our discussions from last year, PARCC 

will not be used for student placement in the 
2016-2017 school year. 

• The following information is to assist you and 
your child in understanding the score report. 
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Five Performance Levels 

Place a purple frame around 
images 

PARCC uses five performance levels that delineate the knowledge, skills, and 
practices students are able to demonstrate: 

Level 1:  
Did Not Yet 

Meet 
Expectations 

Level 2: 
Partially Met 
Expectations 

 

Level 3: 
Approached 
Expectations 

 

Level 4:  
Met 

Expectations 
 

Level 5: 
Exceeded 

Expectations 
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Common Core - Language Arts Shifts 

1. Building knowledge through content-rich nonfiction 
 

2. Reading, writing, and speaking grounded in evidence from 
text, both literary and informational 
 

3. Regular practice with complex text and its academic 
language 
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Common Core - Language Arts Shift 1 
Building Knowledge Through Content-rich Nonfiction 

• An increase in reading informational text has been added to 
elementary and middle school classrooms.  

• Now students are experiencing increased opportunities to 
synthesize information from both narrative and informational 
text in order to answer higher level questions. 

• The increase in exposure to different types of nonfiction will 
empower students to be prepared for the reading required in 
college/workplace.  
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Common Core - Language Arts Shift 2 
Reading, Writing and Speaking Grounded in Evidence from Text 

 
• Teachers model and students practice close reading techniques.  
• Students learn to locate and deploy evidence, which are hallmarks 

of strong readers and writers.  
• Students are asked to provide evidence from complex and 

multiple texts when writing and speaking.  
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Common Core - Language Arts Shift 3 
Regular Practice with Complex text and Its Academic Language 

• Standards include a staircase of increasing text complexity from 
elementary through high school.  

• Close reading of complex text increases in sophistication from 
elementary through high school. 

• A focus on increasing context-based, academic vocabulary is 
embedded in the MTPS curriculum.  

• Vocabulary acquisition is enhanced by using research-based 
vocabulary routines.  
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Sample English Language Arts Report 



10 

Sample English Language Arts Report 
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Sample English Language Arts Report 
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Common Core - Math Shifts 
1. Focus 

Focus strongly where the standards focus. 
 

2. Coherence 
Think across grades and link to major topics. 

 
3. Rigor 

In major topics, pursue conceptual understanding, 
procedural skill and fluency, and application. 
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Common Core - Math Shift 1 
Greater Focus on Fewer Topics 

Grades K-2 
Concepts, skills, and problem solving 

related to addition and subtraction 
 
 
Grades 3-5 
Concepts, skills, and problem solving 

related to multiplication and division 
of whole numbers and fractions 

 

 

Grade 6 
Ratios and proportional relationships 

and early algebraic expressions and 
equations 

 
Grade 7 
Ratios and proportional relationships 

and arithmetic of rational numbers 
 
Grade 8 
Linear algebra 
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Common Core - Math Shift 2 
Coherence: Linking Topics & Thinking Across Grades 

• Math is NOT a list of disconnected topics, tricks, or 
mnemonics. 

• Math is a coherent body of study made up of 
interconnected topics. 

• The most important connections are vertical - the 
links from one grade to the next enable a student to 
progress in their math education. 
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Common Core - Math Shift 3 
Rigorous Pursuit of Conceptual Understanding, Procedural Skill, and Application 

Rigor is NOT defined by making math harder or by introducing topics earlier. 

Rigorous mathematics refers to a deep, authentic command of math concepts. 
 

CONCEPTUAL UNDERSTANDING 

Build on prior knowledge, create new knowledge to carry into future grades 

 

PROCEDURAL SKILL & FLUENCY 

Speed and accuracy in calculation 

 

APPLICATION 

Connect math to the world around them 
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Two-Part Standards Structure 

Part I:  Standards for Mathematical Content 

• Define what students should understand and be able to do.   

• Organized into domains of related standards so as to present 
mathematics as a subject of closely related, connected ideas. 

Part II:  Standards for Mathematical Practice 

• Describe the expertise that mathematics educators should seek to 
develop in their students – the ways we want students to engage with 
the math they’re learning. 
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Individual Student Report: Math 

Sample Math Report  
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Sample Math Report 
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Score Reports 

Sample Math Report 
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How You Can Support Your Child 
 Read both fiction and non-fiction aloud or with your child. Look for 

subjects of interest – from sports heroes to dinosaurs.  
 Discuss and “do” real life math with your child.  
 Discuss the new tests with your child. Make sure he/she is not scared 

or anxious going into the new tests. 
 Explain to your child that the tests will initially be more challenging. 

Tell your child to do his/her best on the test and that you are there to 
help every step of the way. 

 After the test, review the results with your child. Bring the teacher 
into the discussion as needed. 

 Provide a quiet, comfortable place for studying at home and make 
sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and a nutritious breakfast 
before a test. 

 Check out  UnderstandTheScore.org for free tools and 
resources to support your child’s success 
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Understand The Score 

http://understandthescore.org/
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Great Kids 

http://www.greatschools.org/gk/test-guide/
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/test-guide/
http://www.greatschools.org/gk/common-core-test-guide/
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Skill Builder Be a Learning Hero 

http://bealearninghero.org/learning-tools
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Understanding The PARCC Score Report 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=67G12fhSXmA&feature=youtu.be
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